Domestic-setting corpses, an urban problem?
This study describes the domestic-setting corpses that remain unnoticed for two weeks or more. It compares the occurrence of this phenomenon in the city of Amsterdam with the surrounding municipalities of Amsterdam (SMA). Data of 437 cases were extracted from the forensic medical register of Amsterdam. Data of size and household situation of the population were extracted from Statistics Netherlands. A 3.7 (95%CI 2.8-4.9) times higher incidence rate, was observed in the city of Amsterdam (n = 379; 5.3/100,000 personyears) compared to the SMA (n = 58; 1.4/100,000 personyears). All but three cases lived alone. After limiting both cases and reference data to single households, the crude rate ratio was 2.1 (95%CI 1.6-2.7). Further adjustment for age and gender resulted in a Standardized Mortality Ratio of 0.36 (95%CI 0.28-0.47). This means the occurrence of domestic-setting corpses (14 + days) among people living alone is 2.7 times higher in the city of Amsterdam (95%CI 2.1-3.5). We conclude domestic-setting corpses are more likely to occur in an urban environment. This is partly explained by the higher proportion of single households in the city compared to the more rural areas. However, differences in social cohesion and architecture between urban and rural areas are expected to be important too.